No woman is safe in a

By Ben Taylor
Crime Corraspondant

A JUDGE issued an alarm-
ing warning to minicab
passengers vesterday that
they cannot expect to travel
in safety.

Jailing an asylum snnhr:r I‘nr
eilght years for ra
necretarqy Recorder ic ael

C, said those hiring a

vate taxi simply had no way

of knowing the driver's back-
ground.

He called for compulsory licens-
ing of all ¢cab drivers after police
checks on the firm where the
raplst worked revealed that not
oneé driver was belng legally
employed.

‘It appears that nobody ean
travel in minicabs with any degree
of assurance or safety, as demon-
strated by the facis this case,’
sald the judge.

‘At the moment, wheén a member
of the public takes a cab he has no
assurance that the driver is who
he clalms to be or has got any
insurance or driving licence. He
has no way of knowling how the
driver uets his business,

"This |5 something that should
be investigated. IT minicab drivers
are driving around with (alse iden-

‘Quite a worrying
state of affairs’

titles, it s something that should
be looked Into and Investigated

prnper?' I ﬂnd it quite & worrying

The case has h.'lghti ted B grow-
I.ng pmhlum in our cities, where a
lw.:t I‘pq.ﬁi’oc telub culture and

0 port has led to
i boom in the use of minicabs.

These are ie from licensed
black eabs and are supposed to be
booked in advance over the ptele-
phone or in person at a central
office.

There are around 100,000 private
hire drivers in the UK. Powers to
lHcense them hove been on the
statute book since 1898 but the
law's enforcement depends heavily
on the policy of the local authority.

In London, men and women des-
Eernt-e to get home have resorted

halling unlicensed ‘taxi touts’
who ply for trade by drivin
through the elty's entertainmen
AreRs.

Police Mgures show that EH |

WOIMen were se azsaulted in
the capital last year after get

into {llegal minicabs and 54 ra .
= “ARsuduilah; 31, whno
worked [or Speedline Cars in

Bitratford, East London, was an

uﬂ.'ium seeker who came Lo
tain from Afghanistan in Z000.

He was convicted last December

‘You have no
assurance the
driver is who
he claims to £
be, has any .

Insurance or* a“ ~

driving licencé™

of raping the 28-year-old secretary
gnd was sentenced at the Old
Bailey yesterday.

In & reference Lo the raplist's
background, the judge told him:
‘!"-nu were certainly aware of the

dy of the crime of rape as it
wou be met by a sentence of
death by stoning.

The woman got into the cab after

t out in & wine bar in Strat-

a
fi July

After ing off her best fri
Assadull parked the car an
fturmmed off the engine before

attacking the woman in the back

* geat. He stopped only when dis-

turbed by two cyclists.

The Old Balley heard that
Assadullah, from Plaistow, East
London, set himsell up &3 a cab
driver by buying a false driving
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licence for £200 and using a false

name, Police checks revealed he

wis driving without insuranece.
Further inquires into the ra

firm revealed that each of § 32

drivers was working llegal

sSOme w ;{tﬁttl.ﬁru L 1?1'“ L FII
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beneﬁt while working.

The judge told ﬁmdu]luh: "With
B mixture of arrogance and cynical
opportunism i‘nu abused your

8he ur;hund in cab by

A WIS your il
friend who pald you to get her
home safely.

‘B8he was put through terlﬁFtn
ordeal an I-hl! Maced the dcg
trauma of not knowing whether

i be a8 murderer as well as
i rapist.”
Assadullah, a father of three,

&

minicab, says rape Judge
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-|.nl'| r&: Call Tor an Invesiigation

was granted leave to remain last
f&ur aftar :‘IB,I1.':|'|!|1|{_‘| he hiad been

ortured by the Taliban. The judge
rerununehlihd his tion.
Richard Massett, of the London

Taxi Drivers' Assoclation, sald:
It's been five years since regula-
tion was ap in Parllament
and nothing has happened.

"We advise women travelling
home alone late at night to use &
Heensed black cab if possible or, if
not, to book a minicab phone
and ensure that it comes the
place where they booked It."

Detective Constable Malcolm
Bamuels, of the Metropolitan
Police, sald that because man
minicab drivers work on a self-
nmplﬂrnd basis there is little
incentive for the firm's owner to

on them.



